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Partners

Royal Engineers Museum
The Royal Engineers Museum (REM) Collection has been developed by the Corps of Royal Engineers over the last two hundred years and now forms one of the most important military collections in the UK.
The historic significance of the Collection was recognised in 1998 with the official award of Designated status, marking it as a pre-eminent collection of national and international importance.


CKHH
Established in 2014, The Centre for Kent History and Heritage (CKHH) is a centre of research excellence in regional historical and cultural studies with a track-record of successful external funding bids and publications.




Archives
Medway Archives
"Medway Archives Centre exists to help everyone discover the stories of Medway's people and places.
 
We collect and care for unique material that records, describes, and illustrates how people and communities live and work in Medway, now and in the past.
 
Many of our visitors come to research their family history, the history of their house or other buildings, or the history and geography of the local area. Others visit for educational research, or to find inspiration for creative projects. We can also help you to discover information about the social, literary, economic, and governance history of Medway.
 
Our resources include:
· Books, including local histories, guidebooks and biographies
· Street directories and electoral registers
· Journals and local newspapers
· Photographs, prints and postcards,
· Maps and plans
· Parish records for the Archdeaconry of Rochester
· Records of Non-Conformist denominations
· Poor Law union records
· Local charity records
· Records of the Dean and Chapter of Rochester
· Records of local businesses, organisations and associations
 
We also have a busy programme of lectures, drop-ins, exhibitions and events.
 
Visit our website www.medway.gov.uk/archives, follow us on facebook www.facebook.com/medwayarchives or email us at archives@medway.gov.uk”

FOMA
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The Friends of Medway Archives (FOMA) was established in 2006, with the aim to support the Medway Archives Centre with the conservation and preservation of the records and other
materials of historical interest held there, and to promote public access.
From the Archives of Great Expectations, to the Soldiers on Our Street Project, and the Isaac Newell statue, FOMA has been instrumental in a number of impactful community and research projects. In addition, FOMA's quarterly journal, The Clock Tower, and our online FOMA De Caville Index have become valuable resources for researchers worldwide.
FOMA membership offers an insight into best archival practice, and a unique opportunity to shape the future of Medway heritage. You can join FOMA today at www.foma-lsc.org

KCC Archives
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Kent Archives and Local History Service is located within Kent History and Library Centre; a purpose-built repository in Maidstone, established to protect and provide access to the county's archives.  It houses around 14 kilometres of historic collections relating to Kent, dating back to 699 AD.  These unique documents reveal the stories of the people and places of Kent.  By exploring these documents, you can trace your Kent ancestors – were they smugglers or pirates? Did they work in a hop garden? Where did they live, and where did they get married?  You can receive help to discover the history of your house, your community, local pub, a church, school, or business.  We also support academic and legal research.

Kent Archives and Local History Service offers:
• access to Kent's archives and local history collections
• a quiet, dedicated space to research, with a member of staff available to assist with enquiries
• advance booking for Search Room desks and the option to pre-order up to 5 documents
• superb reprographic and digitisation services
• free access to history websites including Find My Past, Ancestry, and more
• exciting exhibitions and talks
• advice and paid-for services from archive and conservation experts
• a quarterly behind the scenes tour of the archive service
• a bookable meeting room for community groups
 
Extensive resources including books, maps and other documents relating to local history can also be found in the main town centre libraries across Kent. The main library for the Maidstone area is part of Kent History and Library Centre.
 
Located just outside our Search Room is the Community History Area.  Here you'll find a range of books on the history of the county, covering subjects from apple growing to oysters and areas from Ashford to Yalding.  Whilst some of these books are for reference only, many can be borrowed using your Kent Library Card.
 
Computers are available in the Search Room and Library to help you with your research.  Many online history resources can be accessed by our archive and library customers free of charge, including the British Newspaper Archive and British History Online.  IT support is available for those who would like assistance.
 
The team at Kent Archives offer several professional services, including:
 
• Archive Research Service –
We undertake paid research including family history; local history and house history; transcribing documents; and summaries of Latin documents, or reading and interpreting your own documents. We also offer advice and support to local history groups wishing to conduct their own research at the Centre.
 
• Conservation and Digitisation Services –
Introductory advice regarding the conservation, preservation, digitisation and storage of archival collections is free.  We also offer paid-for practical conservation and digitisation services, for both individual items and large collections.
 
To find out more about any of our services, contact us today –
Telephone: 03000 42 06 73
Email: archives@kent.gov.uk
 
Website:  www.kentarchives.org.uk/
Newsletter:  www.kentarchives.org.uk/archive-newsletter/ 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/KentArchives?locale=en_GB
Twitter:  @kent_archives – x.com/kent_archives


Military
KDRG
A 'Special Interest Group' of the Kent Archaeological Society dedicated to the research, identification, restoration and preservation of the many defence-related sites in the historic county of Kent

THE COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES COMMISSION
We are a global leader in commemoration. Founded by Royal Charter in 1917, we work on behalf of the governments of Australia, Canada, India, New Zealand, South Africa, and the United Kingdom to commemorate more than 1.7 million servicemen and women of the Commonwealth forces who died during the World Wars.
Our dedicated staff care for graves, cemeteries, and memorials at over 23,000 locations in more than 150 countries and territories around the world.

OMRS
The Society exists to promote a general interest in the study of orders, decorations and medals and to actively encourage and publish research into all aspects of civil and military medals, with a particular focus on those issued by Great Britain and the Commonwealth countries.
Members’ interests range from awards for gallantry in battle, or bravery in saving life, through forgotten wars and far-flung campaigns, to long and meritorious public service away from the limelight. Research interests stretch from pure numismatics, through the military or social history surrounding the circumstances of awards, to the genealogy of the medal recipient.










Faversham Military Modelling Group
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Heritage attraction

Rochester Bridge Trust
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Since Roman times a bridge has crossed the River Medway at Rochester, and since medieval times the Wardens and Assistants of Rochester Bridge have maintained this strategic river crossing.

Fort Amherst
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· Fort Amherst Heritage Trust (Fort Amherst)
· Britain's biggest and best-preserved Napoleonic fort, located in Chatham.  Come and explore over 250 years of history.
· www.fortamherst.com

Chatham Historical Dockyard
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Dockyard40: Human Library
Have you ever wondered what is was like to work in the Dockyard or did you or a family member work there?
Come and listen to stories of former Apprentices and Dockyard workers. You will also have the chance to share your own Dockyard memories with us – we would love to hear from you.
Discover more of the Dockyard40 story via this digital timeline:
Dockyard40 - Chatham Historic Dockyard Trust (thedockyard.co.uk)
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Dockyard.Chatham
X: https://x.comdockyardchatham
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/dockyard.chatham



Archaeology
Shorne Wood Archaeology Group
The Shorne Woods Archaeology Group have spent the past 15 years investigating the archaeology and history of this much-loved country park. Our display will highlight some of the projects we have been involved with, alongside discoveries from recent excavations.
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Name: Shorne Woods Archaeology Group
Website: www.shornewoodsarchaeology.co.uk
Facebook: Archaeology in Kent on Facebook

Research Resource Archaeology
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[bookmark: _Hlk176873709]Colin Welch (BA Hons.) is co-lead of 'Research Resource Archaeology' (www.X.com/craterlocators, who, with his brother Sean over 20 years has created an in-depth study of the V-weapons offensive of 1944-1945
through archive and archaeological analysis. The work has identified new themes within the subject, particularly in relation to the physics of the V-2 rocket impact and detonation and V-1 Flying Bomb
aerial combat narratives. The resulting conservation, cataloguing, curating and recording of the archaeology contributes to an understanding of each impact site which is cross-referred in order to write 
fully accountable formal reports to the regional Historic Environment Record Manager, and to disseminate the findings through television, radio, magazine articles and lectures.
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Transport
Maritime Kent Research Group 
The Maritime Kent Special Interest Group has been set up as a focal point to support and to disseminate research and information relating to Kent's rich maritime heritage.

Short Brothers Commemoration Society.
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The Short Brothers Commemoration Society aims to increase the awareness of the early pioneering aviation exploits of Short Brothers and their employees within North Kent and the Medway Towns from 1908 - 1948. 
In 1909 they became regarded by many as the World's first aircraft manufacturers when the Wright Brothers (first ever powered flight), travelled from America to visit them at Leysdown, Isle of Sheppey and commissioned them to build six Wright flyers. They subsequently developed their own innovative aircraft at Leysdown before relocating to Eastchurch in 1910 and then Rochester from 1914. 
Short Brothers developed many pioneering seaplane, flying boat and land plane designs which were globally renowned such as the Silver Streak (first British all-metal aircraft), Short Singapore (the RAF's main long-range maritime patrol flying boat of the 1930s), the Empire Flying Boat (providing passenger and mail services to the British Empire), the Mayo Composite (a piggy back seaplane and flying boat combination), the Short Sunderland (the RAF's main maritime patrol aircraft of WWII) and the Short Stirling (the RAF's first four engined bomber). At their peak during WWII they employed over 12,000 people in Rochester.





Medway Aircraft Preservation Society Limited (MAPS)
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 (MAPSLs) is a not-for-profit limited company, manned solely by volunteers.
Our aim is to restore and preserve historic aircraft.
We have two main projects on the go.
The first is a 1937 Short Scion II floatplane (G-AEZF) which was built in Rochester and the second is a World War 2 Hurricane IIB (BH238).

Chatham Traction
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The Friends of Chatham Traction are a Medway-based charity aiming to restore a 1939 double-deck bus, which ran for 17 years in Medway, as an educational resource - The Medway Heritage Bus!
www.chathamtraction.org.uk 


Medway Queen Preservation Society
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The paddle steamer Medway Queen is the last estuary paddle steamer in the United Kingdom. She is currently being restored in Gillingham Kent ME7 1RX.
www.medwayqueen.co.uk 


History societies
Halling Historical Society
Halling Historical Society was formed in 1985 so is approaching being forty years old next year in 2025.  The Society currently has forty members and regularly gets another fifteen-plus visitors to its bi-monthly talks.
It is organised by a committee elected annually in accordance with  its constitution, and offers an annual programme of six talks and occasional guided history walks.   Its talks concentrate on only Kent and Medway history and this year have included 'Medway Muddies', 'Medway Meandering' , 'The Knights Templar and Temple Manor', 'Rochester Bridge Trust', 'Chalk Mining in Kent', and 'Roman Snodland'.  It produces an annual programme leaflet which it delivers door to door to every household in Halling, combining delivery with similar from the local gardening society for labour efficiency.  HHS has a website at www.hallinghistory.co.uk giving comprehensive historical background to the village, together with a Facebook page. 
The Society had a very successful project in 2021 to put a blue historical plaque on the house of the village's World War One Victoria Cross hero, Sergeant Thomas Harris, with a public unveiling with military  presence and over forty of Thomas's family and over seventy public, followed by  a reception.  It is now following   that up with its latest project to  put blue history  plaques on thirteen of Halling's oldest buildings, having comprehensively researched their origins with the owners and local records.  Three are Grade 2 listed so planning applications are currently with the local authority.    The Society has been 'battling ' with Medway Council for three years for the Council to take action to properly conserve the village's national monument, the 900-year old Bishop's Palace, built by Bishop Gundulf as his summer palace as Bishop of Rochester.  The remains of the Palace have  been deteriorating over recent years with stonework breaking away and damaging foliage growing out of the mortar.  At last the Council is taking action to repair the wall and remove the foliage, a conservation victory for the Society but which has taken many e-mails, telephone calls and meetings  with Council members and officials.
The Society can be contacted at hallinghistorical@gmail.com .
Canterbury Historical and Archaeology Society
If you are interested in Canterbury, its history, archaeology and buildings, then our organisation may be for you. Visit over 800 web pages to see stunning architecture, interesting history and find out about colourful characters who left their mark on Canterbury.
Kent Family History Society
Our members enjoy exclusive access to a growing collection of digitised records from across Kent. Our quarterly journal keeps members up to date about various aspects of research and the county and is available in print and digital formats. Members may engage in online forums and talks giving opportunities to connect with other members across the globe. They may also attend regular meetings at Ashford, Canterbury, Deal, Margate & Medway.

City of Rochester Society 
The City of Rochester Society was founded in 1967 to help conserve the historic City as a pleasant place to visit. Today the Society is as active as ever, helping to improve the environment and quality of life in Rochester for residents and visitors alike. The Society runs regular free guided tours of Historic Rochester. We have an active planning sub-committee that comments and lobbies on planning applications affecting Rochester and the surrounding area. We also have a publishing arm that puts out a quarterly newsletter as well as publications relating to the area.
Chatham History Society
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The society was formed in 1950 to collect and record Medway's history. We meet monthly for talks and other historical related activities, including a research evening every year where members find out information about local topics and report back their finding in the form of small presentations.  Our first research topic was the Newcomb diary; the society commissioned a full-size replica of the diary about 25 years ago.   
 
Newcombs were a firm of Chatham naval tailors who kept a diary throughout World War II, recording international, national and local events. Our members researched local incidents recorded in the diary in small groups before the Covid outbreak. This material was subsequently published in the form of articles in our online magazine, The Medway Chronicle.






Rainham History Society


Specialist groups
Kent Maps Online
Links: https://www.kent-maps.online/ @kentmaps1
Biog: Carolyn Oulton is a Professor of Victorian Literature at Canterbury Christ Church University. With Michelle Crowther she is the Co-Lead of digital project Kent Maps Online. The project was designed in collaboration with JSTOR Labs, and works with scholars, students and communities to find new ways of exploring Kent's extraordinary heritage.

Browsing History [podcast]
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Two British chavs take one week to learn as much as they can, from the internet, about a history subject from the week. Then riff and cackle over the obsurdity that is our human history.
We Did It Medway [Podcast]
We Did It Medway is a bright, quirky, respectfully irreverent podcast presented by Rob Flood and Philip Dodd. We celebrate the best of Strood, Rochester, Chatham, Gillingham, Rainham and the Peninsula.
In each episode we take a fresh look at – and listen to – the rich culture, history and character of Medway.
Our first season went live in mid-June. We've included the stories of Isaac Newell, born in Strood, who took football to Argentina: amazingly people who played for Newell's Old Boys include Messi, Maradona, Pochettino and Bielsa. Then we go onboard the paddle steamer the Medway Queen, a true heroine of Dunkirk which had its 100th birthday in April. And we revisit the day Jimi Hendrix played Chatham. There's also a sideways look at Charles Dickens, the gay heritage of Chatham Intra and women's suffrage.
Our guests include BBC Sport's South American football guru, the 'Legendinho' himself, Tim Vickery,  Emma Harper from the Dickens Museum in London, Admiral Lord West and Sweeps Festival founder Gordon Newton.

Mrs Bakers Medway Theatre Company
Started by Kate Mechedou in November 2019, Mrs Bakers Medway Theatre Company Limited has already started creating and delivering ground-breaking theatrical pieces. Our live productions in unconventional places include performances in Chatham High Street as part of Chatham Carnival; the finale parade and performances for the 'Electric Medway' festival - in 2023 this was at 'Brompton Light Spaces' at Melville Court; After-dark tours of Luton, Chatham & electric tales from Mrs Baker's Time Travelling 'Company of Comedians' for 'Luton Lights' and look out for our costumed characters leading pre-booked 'Medway Arts Tours' in Rochester and beyond.

Medway Heritage Place project
In November 2023, The National Lottery Heritage Fund named Medway as one of 9 places who will benefit from £200 million of investment as part of their 'Heritage Places' initiative. 
The initiative responds to local need and opportunity, supporting places to use heritage to build pride in place, inspire local communities and power regeneration.
As part of the initial investment phase, Medway Council is supporting Medway's heritage community to: shape a long-term shared ambition for heritage in Medway develop new ideas and approaches unearth new stories which deserve to be told.
This project is made possible by The National Lottery Heritage Fund, thanks to National Lottery players.
For more information, visit www.medway.gov.uk/heritageplace

Funding opportunities
As part of the initial phase of the Medway Heritage Place project, individuals, groups and organisations can apply for grant funding between £250 and £15,000 for projects which help you develop what you do.  This might mean trying new things, developing new audiences or learning new skills.
Projects should have a strong heritage focus and celebrate Medway’s high streets, town centres, houses and estates, parks and green spaces, the River Medway or cultures and traditions.
The deadline for applications is 30 September.  For more information about eligibility, how to apply and the support available, please visit www.medway.gov.uk/heritageplace



Educators / Schools
Bradfields Academy
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Bradfields Academy aims to be a leading centre of excellence in the Special Education Sector where students can thrive and fully develop their cognitive, social and emotional skills in order to take a full, active and responsible role in their local community and beyond as Global Citizens and Ambassadors for students with disabilities.
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FAVERSHAM
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GROUP

Formed in the early 1980s, modellers have been meeting regularly in
Faversham on the second Saturday of the month ever since. We
normally meet between about 2 p.m. and 4.30 p.m. except in the month
of August and, sometimes, when our meeting date clashes with the
shows put on by other model clubs that we support. Members are drawn
not only from the town but also from all over Kent and even beyond. We
are of all abilities, from the beginner to the more experienced, and with
interests in figures, AFVs, aircraft, ships and, even, a bit of fantasy!

Our meetings are very informal, relaxed and friendly, when we either chat
over a cup of tea, compare notes on our latest efforts or, occasionally,
enjoy demonstrations of modelling techniques from fellow club members
or visiting modellers. We also regularly attend other club shows in the
South East area and, sometimes, organise our own.

Regular members pay a current annual subscription of £20, which goes
towards the hire of our meeting place and any other costs incurred by the

club.

We are always delighted to welcome enthusiasts and possible new
members, and are more than happy for modellers to come along to one
of our meetings and sit in to see if you feel like joining us. However, if you
are interested in pursuing the hobby or improving your modelling skills,
there really is no better way than to seek out a club (not necessarily
ours), where you will find people are only too pleased to help.

If you would like more information about the club, please
costat eithen Dave Gore on 01795 534519
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Award-winning Archaeology
(Council for Kentish Archaeology: Outstanding Archaeological Endeavour 2018)
Kent Archaeological Society Magazine 2018
Live Science Magazine 2018
Nominated for MOD Sanctuary award 2018
National Geographic documentary 2019
Meridian Television article 2019
‘Digging for Britain’ documentary 2019
Smithsonian Museum 'Air and Space’ magazine 2020
‘Iron Cross’ Magazine issue 5 2020
Aviation Cultures Conference (Australia) 2021
‘Iron Cross’ Magazine issue 9 2021
R.AF. Museum Cosford lecture August 2021
Live interview with Neil Oliver GB News October 2021
Live Science Magazine 2021
Geo Histoire (France) Magazine 2021
Militar Historia (Sweden) Magazine 2021
Meridian Television article 2021
Kent Messenger (Kent Online) article 2022
Radio Kent interviews 2022

MOD Sanctuary Magazine 2024
Sponsored by: Pearson
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