Royal Engineers
Museum
Gillingham, Kent

New for 2018
FREE children’s
activity trail

RE-MUSEUM.CO.UK

WELCOME
The Royal Engineers’ story is one of courage, innovation, skill
and endurance which is told through the many galleries.

Follow the evolution of the Sappers from military architects
and specialists in siege craft, to the Army's innovators on

everything from diving to surveying, ﬂying to photography and
transport to combat engineering. With a host of interactive

exhibits, indoor and outdoor play areas, a café and gift shop,

there is plenty for all the family – your admission is valid for a
whole year!

Visit Kent’s largest military museum to discover

the story of the Corps of Royal Engineers and how
they have helped the British Army live, move and
ﬁght for over 300 years.

With highlights including 25 Victoria Crosses, Wellington's map
of Waterloo, Chard's weapons from the Zulu War, an amazing

collection of bridge laying tanks, Chinese silks, the world’s ﬁrst
guided torpedo, Indian battle axes, a huge piece of the Berlin
Wall, Zulu shields, a Harrier Jump Jet and an enormous V2

Rocket, it is no surprise that the Museum’s collection has been

designated as being of historical and international importance.
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GROUPS

RESEARCH

& USING THE LIBRARY

The Royal Engineers Museum, Library and
Archive collection covers the history of the Corps,
from its origins to the present day, and is
available for researchers to view on an
appointment only basis.
The Museum is a fascinating venue for a club or
society outing. Group members can use our map
and gallery guides to explore those areas of
particular interest or have a short tour
highlighting the stories behind a handful of
extraordinary objects.

Essential building maintenance is taking place throughout 2018
but a limited service will be available from early summer –

please see our website for updates and details of how to book
research appointments.

There’s free parking for coaches or cars, free admission for the
group organiser, the option to book a welcoming cup of tea or

coﬀee on arrival and the chance to visit another local attraction
on the same day for a varied day out.

Advance booking essential – please visit the website or call
01634 822312 for further details.
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EVENTS
& EXHIBITIONS
20 Jan – 4 Mar

7 Aug – 14 Oct

Inspired by the Museum’s archive, eight dynamic photography

Local artist Esther Johnson displays original pieces inspired by the

Ubique – by graduating photographers from UCA Rochester
students display works shedding new light on historical material
17 Apr – 22 Jul

Marco Cali – Women in the Armed Forces

Esther Johnson – Time Capsule

Museum, its exhibits and other local heritage venues
1 Sep – 2 Sep

Medway Model Show and Bridge Study Centre Open Weekend

The Crimean War was the ﬁrst where photographers were present

An array of superb handmade models, on show in the shadow of

From this starting point, the exhibition will feature art inspired by

Study Centre which houses the Museum’s collection of model

the past and present lives of women in the armed forces
26 May – 28 May
Bomb Disposal

A special trail highlighting the Royal Engineers’ role in the

investigation and disarming of explosive devices including

demonstrations of the Museum’s “Wheelbarrow Mk 7” robot
3 Jul – 21 Dec

VC: For Valour – Sapper VCs of the First World War

An exhibition focusing on the stories of ten of the Victora Crosses

awarded to Royal Engineers during the First World War, and which

are held by the Museum. It will explore the concept of valour in the
War, and the legacies of the highest military award in the UK

the Museum’s military vehicles and artefacts. Plus visit the Bridge
bridges once used to train Royal Engineers on bridge building
6 Nov – 21 Dec

100,000 Poppies –

a community tribute of respect and remembrance

Following the overwhelming response to the 5,000 Poppies project
which ultimately saw over 20,000 knitted poppies displayed at the
Museum in 2017, the project team are aiming for 100,000 to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the WWI armistice
8 Dec – 9 Dec

Wartime Christmas Weekend
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Discover how Christmas was celebrated in the Second World War
with cooking on rations, Lindy hop dancing, Sapper’s Santa,
vintage market and living history demonstrations
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and the last where wives accompanied soldiers to the front line.
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FOR KIDS

Families can explore history and engineering via
a host of interactive exhibits that will engage and
excite. With puzzles, traditional brass rubbing,
touchscreens plus opportunities to try on historic
and modern day uniforms, there’s plenty to spark
the imagination.

FREE CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY TRAIL
Museum mascot Snob the Dog – inspired
by a dog rescued by Royal Engineers in the
Crimean War and brought back to Gillingham – will
have his own special trail from April, packed with
activities and unusual exhibits for young visitors to
seek out.
New
for
2018

Indoor and outdoor play areas, a café and gift shop
complete the picture meaning there is plenty for all
the family.
In addition special activities run during
most school holidays:

13 Feb – 18 Feb Half-term activities – Chinese New Year

Join Snob for hands on crafts inspired by General Gordon’s exploits
in China and celebrate the Chinese Year of the Dog

31 Mar – 2 Apr Headwear Hunt Forget Easter bonnets and

discover the unusual hats, caps, helmets and more worn by Royal
Engineers over the last 300 years

3 Apr – 6 Apr & 10 – 13 Apr Easter Holiday activities –

Modern Army Life Make and do activities inspired by our Corps
Today gallery and life as a Royal Engineer in the Modern Army
29 May – 1 Jun May half-term activities –

Become a Zulu Warrior Visit the Zulu artefacts on display and
then create your own Zulu object

24 Jul – 31 Aug | Tuesday - Fridays

Summer holiday activities – First World War To accompany our
VC: For Valour - Sapper Victoria Crosses of the First World War
exhibition, we have hands on crafts inspired by items in the
Museum’s collection which date from that time

23 Oct – 28 Oct Half-term activities – Why do we remember?
To mark the centenary of the end of the conﬂict, there’s a chance
to get creative designing and making poppies from a variety of

materials. Make two – one to take home and one that will be part
of the 100,000 Poppies installation

2018 is the Year of the Engineer so it’s the ideal time to join our

monthly Young Engineers’ Club for 11 – 14 year olds while under 5s
can become Mini Museum Explorers and take part in a diﬀerent
activity each month – please visit the website for full details.
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Our Learning Team oﬀers a range of cross
curricular ‘Inspiring Learning Sessions’ which
cover Key Stages 1 to 4 and are designed to
stimulate interest in not only History but also
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and
Maths). Led by experienced museum education
staﬀ, the sessions focus on the Museum’s varied
collections and provide a hands-on, multi-sensory
experience. Learners will have the opportunity to
see, discuss and handle original historical
objects, and to undertake creative projects.
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EDUCATIONAL
VISITS

The Museum makes an ideal location for
meetings, seminars, conferences, networking
events and dinners. The Field Marshals’ Room is
well-equipped for training sessions or business
meetings with wiﬁ, built-in projection and large
screen. The room also houses the regalia of four
of the Royal Engineers who attained the rank of
Field Marshal giving it a distinctive ambience and
digniﬁed grandeur that will contribute to making
your meeting memorable.
Hiring the Courtyard Gallery for a private event opens up a

plethora of possibilities for an imaginative occasion. The large
exhibits including armoured vehicles, a Harrier Jump Jet, V2

Rocket and a large section of the Berlin Wall provide a stunning
backdrop for a networking event, canape reception or a dinner
in unique surroundings. Should you wish, we can also arrange
for guests to have a private viewing of all, or part, of the
Museum.

Please call 01634 822312 to discuss your private function.

Advance booking essential – please visit the website or call
01634 822261 for further details.
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PL AN YOU R V ISIT
OPENING TIMES

10.00am - 5.00pm
10.00am - 5.00pm

Tuesday - Sunday
Bank Holiday Mondays

TICKETS

Adult
£8.80
Child (5-15 Inclusive) £4.40
Family (2 Ad + 2 Ch) £23.50

HOW TO FIND US

Senior Citizen
£7.00
Student
£7.00
Serving Royal Engineers FREE

Located on Prince Arthur Road, Gillingham, Kent
Just 5 minutes’ drive from the A2
SAT NAV post code: ME7 1UR

Within walking distance or a short bus ride from
Gillingham Station. See nationalrail.co.uk
Arriva bus services pass close to the Museum.
See arrivabus.co.uk/medway for details

CONTACT US
TEL: 01634 822839
WWW.RE-MUSEUM.CO.UK/CONTACT
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